
 
 

General George Washington and French commander General Comte de Rochambeau defeated the British 
in the October 1781 siege of Yorktown, Virginia. It was the final battle of the American Revolution.  The 
British surrender marked the end of the war, and in 1783 the final peace treaty was signed in Paris, France. 
The cat and mouse game ended in favor of the Patriots.  
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The Southern Campaign is an often ignored 
but significant aspect of the Revolutionary War 
and its outcomes.  Around 1778, the British 
shifted focus to the Southern colonies in an 
attempt to break the stalemate in the North.  
The British hoped that strong loyalist 
sympathies would provide soldiers and 
support.  Fighting the war had become costly 
and the British were eager to end the rebellion.  
What ensued across the South was a survival 
game called cat and mouse.   
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Going in for the Kill  
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